
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title:  Can Kenya keep up? 
 
Unit Designers (Content Area, Grade Level Team): Grade 6 Social Studies Team 
 
Level(s): Grade 6 

 
Time Span: 3 weeks 

 
Content Area: 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts                Mathematics            Science & Tech                 Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
 
Summary of Unit: 
Students will understand the history of the East African tribal people.  Through the study of government, 
social inequality, and economy, students will recognize that East African countries do not fit the pattern 
of development and progress that other countries have made.  
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Content Standards/Performance Indicators:  
 
B1 Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns of 
Civics/Government  
B1a. Explain that the study of government includes 
the structures and functions of government and the 
political and civic activity of citizens.  
B1b. Analyze examples of democratic ideals and 
constitutional principles that include the rule of law, 
legitimate power, and common good.  
D1 Geographic Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, 
and Patterns  
D1a. Explain that geography includes the study of 
physical, environmental, and cultural features of the 
State, nation, and various regions of the world to 
identify consequences of geographic influences and 
make predictions.  
D2 Individual, cultural, international, and global 
connections in geography 
D2a. Explain geographic features that have impacted 
unity and diversity in Maine, the United States, and 
other nations.  
D2b. Describe the dynamic relationship between 
geographic features and various cultures, including 
the cultures, various historical and immigrant groups 
in the United States, and other cultures in the world. 
E2 Individual, Cultural, International, and Global 
Connections in History  
E2b.Identify and compare a variety of cultures 
through time, including comparisons of native and 
immigrant groups in the United States, and eastern 
and western societies in the world. 

 
 
 
Common Core: Literacy in Social Studies 
Reading 
R2 Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge 
or opinions. 
R4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to history/social studies. 
R7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, 
graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 
information in print and digital texts. 
Writing 
W9 Draw evidence from informational texts to 
support analysis reflection, and research. 
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Key Knowledge And Skills Students Will Acquire: 
Students will understand characteristics of various tribes from the Rift Valley.  
Students will be able to tell how geography affects economic activity.    
Students will also have an understanding of the contributions of Kenya and how it affected cultural 
developments.  
Students will have an understanding of the diversity of Kenya in comparison to other African nations. 
 
How students will provide evidence of their understandings: 
Tribal Assessment: Five Themes of Geography and group visual 
Projects that reflect the cultural diversity of Africa  
Tribal Assessment: Five Themes of Geography and group visual (D2a, D2b, R2, R7) 
 
 
Key Pre-Requisite Knowledge and Skills: 
Students should have knowledge of mapping skills, geographical terms, and the five themes of 
geography.  
 
Enduring Understandings: 
Overarching Enduring Understandings: 
 The natural resources of a place affect how people live and work. 

 Wealthy countries can include many people living in poverty.  

 
Unit Specific Enduring Understandings: 
 Although Africa has great wealth in natural resources, many people still live in poverty.  
 Education is a privilege, not a right.  
 Tribal beliefs conflict with the modern mind set.  
 

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit:  
Overarching Essential Questions:  
 
 Why do indigenous cultures get special rights and privileges from the government based on past 

practices? 
 When should personal gain come before the overall good of the people? 

 
Unit Specific Essential Questions: 
 
 Does East African culture impact the rest of the world?  
 What obstacles do East African children face today? 

 
Teaching And Learning Experiences Used To Help Students Understand: 
Projects that reflect the cultural diversity of Africa (E2b, W9) 
Kenyan Game Days and Mancala tournaments (E2b) 
Reading various fiction and non-fiction books (B1a, B1b, R2, R4, R7) 
Mapping (D1a, D2a) 
Tribal Assessment: Five Themes of Geography and group visual (D2a, D2b, R2, R7) 
 
 
How technology will be used to increase student achievement: 
www.classzone.com, www.portaportal.com 
Students will use the internet to develop research projects.  
Various DVDs/videos on African culture (A Far Off Place) 
Tanzania power point presentation 
Various tribal books (library) 
 

http://www.classzone.com/
http://www.portaportal.com/
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Instructional Resources: 
World Cultures and Geography book 
Various plays and other literature such as Tales from Africa, by Mary Mendilicott, Ancient African Town 
by Fiona MacDonald, The Games of Africa by Jennifer Prior, Africa is not a country by Margy Burns 
Knight,  and African Beginnings by James Haskins. 
www.classzone.com 
 
Recommended Novels to go with this unit:  
On Grade level:  A Year of No Rain by Alice Mead 
 
Above: The worlds of a Masai  Warrior, an autobiography by Tepilit Ole Saitoti 
             The White Giraffe by Lauren St. John  
 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 
performance/product. 

 
Kenyan Museum 

 

http://www.classzone.com/
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